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Reply to Office action dated February 20, 2009 



Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

1. (currently amended) A system enabling minimally invasive procedures at a 
surgical location at or near the spine of a patient, said system comprising: 

an elongate body having an inner surface defining a passage extending through the 
elongate body and through which surgical instruments can be inserted to the surgical location, 
said elongate body capable of having a configuration when inserted within the patient wherein 
the cross-sectional area of said passage at a first location is greater than the cross-sectional 
area of said passage at a second location, wherein the first location is distal to the second 
location, said elongate body having a proximal portion and a distal portion, th e distal portion 
having a rigidity suffici e nt to provid e acces s to th e surgical location wherein the proximal 
portion is pivotable relative to the distal portion ; and 

a support arm configured to support the proximal portion of the elongate body hands- 
free outside the patient when the syst e m is appli e d to th e patient distal portion is inserted at 
the surgical location, the support arm configured to pivot the proximal portion relative to the 
distal portion, and to support and maintain the proximal portion in the pivoted position . 

2. (previously presented) The system of Claim 1 , wherein the support arm is operably 
connected to the proximal portion of the elongate body. 

3. (original) The system of Claim 2, wherein the elongate body is arranged along an 
axis and the support arm is configured to substantially surround the axis when the elongate 
body is received by the support arm. 

4. (original) The system of Claim 1, wherein the support arm comprises an arcuate 
portion at least partially surrounding a proximal portion of the elongate body. 
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5. (original) The system of Claim 4, wherein the arcuate portion extends more than 
1 80 degrees around the proximal portion of the elongate body, 

6. (original) The system of Claim 1, further comprising a viewing device support. 

7. (original) The system of Claim 6, wherein the viewing device support is coupled 
with the support arm. 

8. (original) The system of Claim 6, further comprising a viewing device. 

9. (original) The system of Claim 8, wherein the viewing device compris e s a is 
selected from the group consisting of a camer a, an endoscope, a microscope, and magnifying 
glasses . 

10-12. (canceled) 

13. (currently amended) [[A]] The system of claim 4. wherein the for providing 
acc e ss to a surgical location within a pati e nt, said d e vic e comprising: 

an elongat e body - having an inn e r surfac e d e fining a passag e e xt e nding through th e 

elongate - body and through which s urgical instrum e nts can b e ins e rt e d to th e surgical location, 
said e longat e body capabl e of having a configuration wh e n in se rt e d within the pati e nt wh e r e in 
th e - cro s s - sectional area of said - pa ss ag e at a first location is gr e at e r than th e cross - s e ctional 
ar e a of s aid passag e at a s e cond location, w r h e r e in the first location i s- di s tal to th e s e cond 
location ■■■■ and 

an e longat e support arm comprising an arcuat e portion, th e elongate support arm 

configured to support th e e longat e body outsid e th e pati e nt wh e n th e syst e m is appli e d to th e 
pati e nt, th e e longat e support arm having has at least one adjustment mechanism configured to 
move the elongate body relative to the support arm. 
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14, (currently amended) The system of Claim I [[3]], wherein the elongate 
support arm is configured to removably receive the proximal end of the elongate body. 

15. (currently amended) The system of Claim [[13]] 4, wherein the elongate body 
is arranged along an axis and the arcuate portion of the elongate support arm is substantially 
centered on the axis when the elongate body is received by the e longat e support arm. 

16-22. (canceled) 

23. (currently amended) A device for providing access to a first location adjacent 
the spine of a patient, comprising: 

an elongate body having a proximal end and a distal end and a passage extending 
through the elongate body through which surgical instruments can be delivered, said elongate 
body being enlargeable such that the passage at a distal location is larger than the passage at a 
proximal location; and 

a support arm operably connected to the proximal end of the elongate body, the 
support arm extending generally transverse to an axis defined along the passage of the 
elongate body between the proximal and distal ends, the support arm configured to support 
and position the elongate body outside of the patient when the device is applied to the patient^ 
the support arm configured such that a user may place the elongate body in a desired position 
relative to the patient and the support arm maintains the elongate body in the desired position 
without being held by a user . 

24. (currently amended) The device of Claim 23, wherein the elongate body is 
configured with an amount of overlap, the amount of overlap being reduced when the 
elongate body is enlarged. 

25. (original) The device of Claim 23, wherein the elongate body has a length 
extending between the first location and the skin of the patient when the device is applied to 
the patient. 
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26. (currently amended) A system enabling minimally invasive procedures at a 
surgical location at or near the spine of a patient, said system comprising: 

an elongate body having an inner surface defining a passage extending through the 
elongate body and through which surgical instruments can be inserted to the surgical location, 
said elongate body being expandable from a first configuration for insertion into a patient to a 
second configuration when inserted within the patient wherein the cross-sectional area of said 
passage at a first location is greater than the cross-sectional area of said passage at a second 
location, wherein the first location is distal to the second location; and 

a first support arm configured to support the elongate body outside the patient when 
the system is applied to the patient the support arm configured to move the elongate body and 
to maintain the elongate body in a desired position relative to the patient without being held 
by a user ; and 

a second support arm configured to support a viewing device without being held by a 
user, the second support arm coupled to the first support arm. 

27. (currently amended) The system of Claim 26, wherein the elongate body extends 
along an axis and the first support arm is configured to substantially surround the axis when 
the elongate body is received by the first support arm. 

28. (currently amended) The system of Claim 26, wherein the first support arm 
comprises an arcuate portion at least partially surrounding a proximal portion of the elongate 
body. 

29. (original) The system of Claim 28, wherein the arcuate portion extends more than 
1 80 degrees around the proximal portion of the elongate body. 

30. (previously presented) The system of Claim 27, further comprising an adjustment 
mechanism configured to provide axial adjustment of the first and second support arms 
relative to each other along the axis. 
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31. (previously presented) The system of Claim 30, wherein the second support arm 
is configured to position the viewing device in the passage. 

32. (original) The system of Claim 30, further comprising a viewing device selected 
from the group consisting of a camera, an endoscope, a microscope, and magnifying glasses . 

33-36. (canceled) 

37. (currently amended) The system of claim 1 . wherein An access d e vic e e nabling 
minimally invasiv e procedur e s at a surgical - location at or n e ar th e spin e of a pati e nt, said 
d e vic e comprising: 

an e longate body having an inn e r surfac e d e fining a passag e e xt e nding through the 

e longat e body and through which surgical in s trum e nts can be inserted to th e surgical location, 
oaid elongat e bedy b e ing e xpandabl e from a first configuration for ins e rtion into a pati e nt to a 
se cond configuration wh e n ins e rt e d within th e pati e nt wh e r e in th e cross s e ctional ar e a of said 
passage at a fir s t location i s greater than the cross - sectional area of s aid pa ss ag e-at-a-seeond 
location, wherein the fir s t location is di s tal to the second location; and 

a the support arm is configured to support the elongate body and to support an 

additional device relative to the passage of the elongate body , wherein the support arm 
extends generally perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the elongate body when the supp ort 
arm engages the elongate body . 

38. (canceled) 

39. (currently amended) The d e vic e system of Claim 37, wherein the support arm 
is configured to support the elongate body proximal of the first location. 
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40. (currently amended) The d e vic e system of Claim 37, wherein said additional 
device is a viewing device, the access devices system further including the viewing device 
coupled to the support arm. 

41. (currently amended) The d e vic e system of Claim 40, further including an 
adjustment mechanism configured to move the viewing device relative to the elongate body. 

42. (currently amended) The deviee system of Claim 41 , wherein the support arm 
is configured to indirectly support the viewing device. 

43. (currently amended) The d e vic e system of Claim 41, wherein the adjustment 
mechanism adjustably moves the viewing device along an axis that is generally parallel to a 
longitudinal axis of the elongate body. 

44. (currently amended) The d e vic e system of Claim 40, wherein the viewing 
device comprises a viewing element , wherein the viewing element includes one or more of a 
camera, an endoscope, a microscope, and magnifying glasses . 

45-49. (canceled) 

50. (currently amended) The deviee system of Claim [[49]] 44, wherein the 
viewing element is configured to be extended through the passage toward the surgical location 
at or near the spine. 

51. (currently amended) The device system of Claim 40, wherein the viewing 
device is configured to be extended through the passage toward the surgical location at or near 
the spine. 

52. (currently amended) The deviee system of Claim 37, further comprising a 
viewing device operably coupled with the elongate body. 
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53. (currently amended) The devic e system of Claim 52, wherein the viewing 
device is adjustable along an axis that is generally parallel to a longitudinal axis of the 
elongate body. 

54. (currently amended) The dov i c -e system of Claim 52, wherein the viewing 
device comprises a viewing element , wherein the viewing element includes one or more of a 
camera, an endoscope, a microscope, and magnifying glasses . 

55-59. (canceled) 

60. (currently amended) The d e vice system of Claim [[59]] 54, wherein the 
viewing element is configured to be extended through the passage toward the surgical location 
at or near the spine. 

61-106. (canceled) 
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